Supplemental Tables and Notes

Table 58-1 Female field concentration ratio' and dissimilarity index® of master’s degrees
conferred, by field of study: Academic years ending 1971-96
Field of study 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
Humanities 158 152 145 134 132 124 117 1.16 112 1.08 1.03 108 1.06
Social and behavioral
sciences 069 069 068 067 069 073 076 077 084 088 091 0.92 099
Natural sciences 0.48 048 044 043 041 041 0.44 042 044 043 043 045 048
Life sciences 076 072 062 058 053 054 057 05 062 060 063 069 077
Physical sciences 023 024 022 022 021 020 022 022 023 023 02 027 027
Mathematics 056 058 05 053 054 053 055 050 049 051 045 043 047
Computer sciences and
engineering 003 004 004 005 005 006 007 009 009 0711 012 014 015
Computer and
information sciences 017 019 017 020 021 020 022 025 024 027 030 035 039
Engineering and
engineering technologies 0.02 002 002 003 003 004 005 006 007 008 009 0710 0.0
Technical/professional 127 125 126 126 124 123 1.23 1.24 1.22 123 124 1.25 1.25
Education 192 198 198 199 204 210 218 226 228 242 248 254 264
Business management 006 006 007 009 011 015 019 022 025 030 033 038 041
Health professions 1.85 190 191 200 199 229 237 253 254 266 280 303 301
Other fechnical/
professional® 156 146 134 124 115 1.08 1.04 1.07 1.08 110 114 115 122
Not classified — — — — — — — — — — — — —
Dissimilarity index? 379 380 372 360 359 358 351 357 353 353 351 350 349
Field of study 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Humanities 1.08 112 112 106 106 1.07 1.06 1.10 1.08 1.08 109 107 1.03
Social and behavioral
sciences 1.04 106 108 105 106 107 1.06 1.11 105 108 110 1.12 1.12
Natural sciences 052 052 053 055 05 05 055 05 054 055 05 055 057
Life sciences 082 091 091 091 092 092 093 093 091 087 092 087 088
Physical sciences 031 030 032 032 031 034 032 03 032 03 03 035 037
Mathematics 050 049 050 057 058 057 055 05 054 055 051 0.53 050
Computer sciences and
engineering 018 018 020 020 019 019 019 019 019 019 019 019 0.19
Computer and
information sciences 042 040 042 040 035 036 035 03 033 031 029 029 029
Engineering and
engineering technologies 0.12 0.12 013 014 013 014 014 014 015 015 015 016 0.16
Technical/professional 125 126 126 128 129  1.29 1.27 1.28 1.27 127  1.27 1.26 1.24
Education 263 264 266 271 283 284 283 283 285 281 275 265 253
Business management 044 045 045 047 048 047 046 047 046 047 048 048 047
Health professions 316 323 316 358 340 330 314 327 332 331 319 29 29
Other fechnical/
professional® 126 129 127 128 127 130 132 1.31 134 135 133 134 128
Noft classified — — — — 114 071 1.37 071 0.68 064 105 0.8 —
Dissimilarity index? 34.25 34.72 3476 3436 3473 3532 3509 3507 3559 3583 3505 3452 33.59

— Not applicable.

'The female field concentration ratio is calculated as the
percentage of females earning degrees who majored in a specific
field divided by the percentage of males earning degrees who
majored in the same field. For example, the 1996 female-to-male
concentration ratio for education = 35.72/14.11 = 2.53. A value
greater than 1 indicates that females are more likely to earn a
graduate degree in that field than males, whereas a value less than
1 indicates that females are less likely to earn a graduate degree in
that field than males. Includes degrees conferred to U.S. and non-
U.S. citizens.

2 The dissimilarity index represents the percentage distribution of

female students who would need to switch fields of study to match
the percentage distribution of male students across fields of study. It

is calculated as the sum of the absolute difference between the
percentages of male and female students majoring in each field
divided by 2.
3 Principally composed of public administration at the master’s
degree level.

NOTE: Data for 1988 through 1995 are revised from previously
published figures. See the supplemental note to Indicator 57 for a
description of fields of studly.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, Chartbook of Degrees Conferred, 1969-70 to
1993-94, Degrees and Other Awards Conferred by Institutions of
Higher Education: 1994-95, and Digest of EQucation Statistics (based
on IPEDS “"Completions” surveys).
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